August 2008

The Museums Association (MA) has been in discussions with Southampton City Council over proposals to dispose through sale of items from their art collection to fund the development of a new museum. 

Southampton have committed to work within the MA’s ethical guidelines for the disposal of items from museum collections. These guidelines do allow for financially motivated disposal in exceptional circumstances, but any museum considering selling items would need to meet specific requirements:

· It will significantly improve the long-term public benefit derived from the remaining collection

· It is not to generate short-term revenue (for example to meet a budget deficit) 
· It is as a last resort after other sources of funding have been thoroughly explored
· Extensive prior consultation with sector bodies has been undertaken
· The item under consideration lies outside the museum’s established core collection as defined in the collections policy

· Any money made from selling collections must be ring-fenced and used directly for the benefit of the museum’s collection; it should be restricted to the long-term sustainability, use and development of the collection. 

All these would need to be met for the MA to support selling items. We look forward to continuing to work with Southampton to ensure any proposals meet these requirements. 

Notes:

· The Museums Association (MA) is an independent membership organisation representing museums and galleries in the UK and people who work for them. The Association has over 5,000 individual members and 600 institutional members. 

· These institutional members encompass around 1500 museums in the UK ranging from the largest government-funded national museums to small volunteer-run charitable trust museums. Formed in 1889, it is a charity, receiving no regular government funding, which seeks to inform, represent and develop museums and people who work for them in order that they may provide a better service to society.

· The Museums Association compiles ethical standards for the museum sector. To see the Museums Association’s Code of Ethics in full please visit the MA’s website: www.museumsassociation.org/ma/10934
